
Texts incorporated in Tree Panels 

A Royal Visit by H.M. Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother on 

Thursday, 19th November 1959, was a great occasion for 

Taunton. The town was gaily decorated, church bells pealed, 

and, despite the dismal weather forecast, the spirit of the 

people was at its brightest. Following the reception at the 

Station, H.M. Queen Elizabeth left for the Musgrove Park 

Branch of the Taunton & Somerset Hospital, where on arrival, 

she was presented with a posy of orchids, pink rosebuds and 

lilies of the valley.    

The 67th General Hospital adopted a banner, which bore images 

of a Pine tree and a cactus plant to symbolize the Maine 

contingent of doctors and nurses joined with the enlisted men 

who were mostly from Texas and Oklahoma.    

We used to have Sunflower competitions at the back of x-ray. 

Seeds would be planted and ingenious methods of support 

would be rigged, much to the amusement of both staff and 

patients.   

From the beginning of my time here we had the National 

Uniform, classic navy blue for the Sisters and light blue for the 

Staff Nurses and of course you had your belt, which kept many 

a waistline under control. We were quick to abandon the paper 

hats, although the sisters were more reluctant to lose their 

frilly hats and sleeves. Everyone knew who you were because 

of the uniform you wore.  

Texts above are extracts gathered as part of the Sensing Our Past project, funded by 

the Heritage Lottery Fund.  
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