[image: ]Earwax in children
What is earwax and where does it come from?
[image: ]Earwax is made in the ear canal. The skin in the ear canal has special glands that produce earwax also known as cerumen. After the wax is produced, it slowly makes its way through the ear canal to the opening of the ear. Then it either falls out or is removed when the area is washed. 



Why do we need wax?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Earwax has several important jobs .Firstly, it protects and moisturizes the skin of ear canal, preventing dry, itchy ears. Second, it contains special chemicals that fight off infections that could hurt the skin inside the ear canal. Finally, it acts as a shield between the outside world and the eardrum. When dust, dirt, and other things enter the ear, the earwax traps them so they can't travel any further.

My child appears to produce a lot of wax – is this a problem?

Generally wax in children is soft and pliable. If you are concerned that the earwax is creating either a hearing difficulty or earache then please seek advice from your doctor.

Treatment for earwax
There are a range of eardrops available from the chemist. One of the most common treatments recommended is olive oil.  
What happens if ear drops do not clear the wax?
Ear irrigation may be needed if ear drops do not work. The ear canal is washed out with warm water. Ear irrigation is usually painless. Lukewarm water is squirted into the ear canal. This is usually done by a machine that squirts water at the right pressure. This dislodges the softened plug which then falls out with the water. For this procedure to be carried out a referral from the GP or an appropriate professional would be required. This procedure may not be suitable for some patients and an alternative method may be offered called micro suction, again carried out by a qualified professional. 
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