Ministry at the Time of Death

   The Lord's Prayer:
 Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.             


N, go forth from this world:
in the love of God the Father who created you,
in the mercy of Jesus Christ who redeemed you,
in the power of the Holy Spirit who strengthens you.
May the heavenly host sustain you
and the company of heaven enfold you.
In communion with all the faithful,
may you dwell this day in peace. Amen
 
Gracious God,
nothing in death or life, nothing in the world as it is,                                           nothing in the world as it shall be, nothing in all creation
can separate us from your love.
Jesus commended his spirit into your hands at his last hour.
Into those same hands we now commend your servant N ,
that dying to the world and cleansed from sin,
death may be for him/her the gate to life
and to eternal fellowship with you;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen

Go on your way N to new horizons, new life, new beginnings.                                     Go with our thanks for all you have meant to us                                                          and will continue to mean;                                                                                               for all you have contributed to our lives in ways great and small. Go to the one who created you, who welcomes you now,                                                           and whose arms will enfold you always.                                                                           Go in peace until we meet again and share once more,                                            never again to be parted.

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:  
your word has been fulfilled. 
 My own eyes have seen the salvation  
which you have prepared in the sight of every people;  
 A light to reveal you to the nations  
and the glory of your people Israel.                                    
 Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever.  

In your tears may God give comfort; in your turmoil, peace;                                                in your darkness, light; in your despair, hope;                                                                      in your weakness, strength; in your fear, confidence;                                                               in your loneliness, support; in your pain, relief;                                                               and at your death, life;                                                                                                   through Jesus Christ our Lord.

We ask your blessing on all who have found their rest in you.                                      We remember our friend and loved one departed.                                                      May s/he find in you rest, renewal and the joy of resurrection. Amen.




Prayer when someone has just died   

 In this moment of sorrow the Lord is in our midst
and consoles us with his word:

No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him.

Blessed are the sorrowful; they shall be comforted.

Into your hands, O Lord,
we humbly entrust our brother/sister N .
In this life you embraced him/her with your tender love,
and opened to him/her the gate of heaven.
The old order has passed away,
as you welcome him/her into paradise,
where there will be no sorrow, no weeping nor pain,
but the fullness of peace and joy
with your Son and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.  Amen
     
Most merciful God,
whose wisdom is beyond our understanding,
surround the family of N with your love,
that they may not be overwhelmed by their loss,
but have confidence in your goodness,
and strength to meet the days to come.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.    

God of eternity, in whom there is no beginning or end,                                     welcome into your presence N who has died,                                                      and give comfort to those who miss his/her earthly company.                               Give us all a greater understanding of the new life you offer.
We give him/her back to you, dear Lord, who gave him/her to us;
Yet, as you did not lose him/her in giving,                                                                                so we have not lost him/her by their return.

What you gave, you take not away, O Lover of Souls.
For what is yours is ours also if we are yours.
And Life is eternal and Love is immortal, and death is only a horizon,                     and a horizon is nothing save the limit of our sight.
Lift us up, strong Son of God, that we may see further;
Cleanse our eyes that we may see more clearly;
Draw us closer to yourself  that we may know ourselves                                                                                                                                                                                                      to be nearer to our loved ones who are with you.
And while you prepare a place for us,                                                                          prepare us also for that happy place,                                                                              that where you are, we may be also for evermore.

Support us O Lord, all the day long of this troublous life,                                                until the shadows lengthen, and the evening comes,                                                      the busy world is hushed, the fever of life is over, and our work is done.                                        Then, Lord, in thy mercy, grant us a safe lodging, a holy rest,                                          and peace at the last. Amen.

Deep peace of the quiet earth                                                                                        Deep peace of the shining stars 
Deep peace of the still waters
Deep peace of the Son of Peace
Peace above all peace                                                                                                        Peace without end
Be with us all.


