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Prayers at the close of life

Some suggestions to help you
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Why we have written this leaflet for you

If you have been offered this leaflet, it is because, sadly, the hospital’s chaplaincy team is currently unable to pray with you in person.
The aim of this booklet is to provide you with some resources to use with your loved one. There are prayers which are suitable for all Christian as well as specific prayers for Roman Catholics and also a selection of prayers from different Faiths. 

The importance of Memory
You are bringing three gifts to your family when someone is dying: a space for loving memories, strength for each other for the present and hope for all your futures. This prayer leaflet is designed to reflect these three.
Although we have used traditional prayers, it is not always right to pray in such a formal way. If we remember that prayer is simply talking to God, it is possible to ‘talk these things through’ with him, remembering our past, the needs of the present and our hopes and fears for the future.

These prayers do not avoid the real issue of death, or the pain of the moment, but do not lose sight of the bigger context of your loved one’s whole life.









 A selection of prayers for the dying

God of mercy, Lord of life,
you have made us in your image
to reflect your truth and light:
we give you thanks for N ,
for the grace and mercy he/she received from you,
for all that was good in his/her life,
for the memories we treasure today.
God of mercy, look kindly on N as death comes near.  Release Him/Her, and set Him/Her free by your grace to enter into the company of the saints in light.  Be with us as we watch and wait, and keep us in the assurance of your love; through Jesus Christ.  Amen

  O God our strength in need, our help in trouble:  stand with us in our distress, support us in our shock, bless us in our questioning, and do not leave us comfortless, but raise us up with Jesus Christ.  Amen

  God of mercy, look with love on N, and receive him/her into your heavenly kingdom. Bless him/her and let him/her live with you for ever. We ask this grace through Christ the Lord.  Amen



Our Father, 
Who art in heaven
Hallowed be Thy Name;
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever.  Amen


 A selection of Prayers of Commendation

“Into your hands I commend my Spirit.”  Lord, please give (N.) the faith, hope, and love to whisper these words to you from his (her) heart.  Give him (her) the courage to abandon himself (herself) completely to you, and protect him (her) from all temptation.  Grant him (her) your peace and the confidence that you will provide tender care and comfort to his (her) loved ones after he (she) joins you.  Surround (N.) with your angels, and open his (her) ears to their song announcing your presence and beckoning call.  In your holy name we pray. Amen.

  Depart, O Christian soul, out of this world; in the name of God the Father who created you; in the name of Jesus Christ who redeemed you; in the name of the Holy Spirit who sanctifies you.  May your rest be this day in peace and your dwelling place in the paradise of God.  Amen

  Blessed Jesus, in your last agony you commended your spirit to your Father.  We seek your mercy for N, and all who are dying.  May death become for them, as it was for you, a birth to everlasting life.  Receive those whom we commend to you with the blessed assurance that whether we wake or sleep, we remain with you, one God, for ever.  Amen

  Loving and merciful God, we entrust our brother/sister to your mercy. You loved him/her greatly in this life; now that he/she is freed from all its cares, give him/her happiness and peace for ever. The old order has passed away; welcome him/her now into paradise where there will be no more sorrow, no more weeping or pain, but only peace and joy with Jesus, your Son, and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Blessings:
Into the freedom of wind and sunshine
We let you go.
In to the dance of the stars and the planets
We let you go.
In to the wind’s breath and the hands of the star-maker
We let you go
We love you, we will  miss you, we want you to be happy
Go safely, go dancing, and go running home.

May the raindrops fall lightly on your brow
May the soft winds freshen your spirit
May the sunshine brighten your heart
May the burdens of the day rest lightly upon you And may God enfold you in the mantle of God’s love.





Readings of Comfort
Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack nothing. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
      
He shall refresh my soul and guide me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
      
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
      
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me;
you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. 

Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.     


Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
 My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; it is he who shall keep you safe. 

The Lord shall watch over your going out and   your coming in, from this time forth for evermore.



Sometimes we have to leave a loved one while they are still alive so here is a prayer that might help: 

O heavenly Father, I thank you for placing (N.) in my care during his (her) last hours on earth.  I have done all I can possibly do for (N.).  I now give him (her) back to you and trust in your mercy.

Additional Prayers for Roman Catholic Patients
Hail Mary, full of grace.
The Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou amongst women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,
pray for us sinners,
now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.
Our Father, Who art in heaven
Hallowed be Thy Name;
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. Amen
PRAYERS AT THE TIME OF DEATH

Into your hands, Lord, we commend (N.’s) spirit.  We lift this dear soul up to you as a child of God and the apple of your eye.  Please welcome (N.) into your kingdom, and pour your choicest graces and blessings upon this family in the difficult days ahead.  Our Father…..

We bless you, (N.), in the name of God the Father, who loved you into existence; in the name of God the Son, who died for your sins; and in the name of God the Holy Spirit, who was poured out upon you in Baptism. Amen.

Lord Jesus, lover of souls, please banish all fear from (N.)’s heart, and give him (her) the courage to abandon himself (herself) to you.  Only you can judge the condition of (N.)’s soul.  Even so, you are the Saviour; I beg you to save.

Holy Spirit, divine Comforter, descend upon this family.  Give them peace of heart and trust enough to relinquish their hold on their loved one.  Console them in their loss, and dry every tear from their eyes. In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.

We commend into your hands, Loving God (N)
Whom we have loved . . .
You gave him/her breath, and loved her/him through life.  Receive her/him now in your infinite tenderness and give him/her peace.  Amen


Compassionate and merciful God, we commend to you (N) your servant.  In your mercy and love, blot out the sins He/She has committed through human weakness.  In this world he/she has died:  Let him/her live with you forever.

May the choirs of angels come to greet you.  May they speed you to paradise.  May God enfold in mercy.  May you find eternal life.  Saints of God, come to his/her aid!  Come to meet him/her, angels of the Lord!  Receive his/her soul and present him/her to God the most High.  May Christ, who called you, take you to himself:  May angels lead you to Abraham’s side.  Receive her/him soul and present him/her to God the Most High.  Give him/her eternal rest, O Lord, And may your light shine on him/her for ever.


















Multifaith Prayers

Jewish Prayer for the Dying
My God and God of all who have gone before me, Author of life and death, I turn to You in trust. Although I pray for life and health, I know that I am mortal. If my life must soon come to an end, let me die, I pray, at peace. If only my hands were clean and my heart pure! I confess that I have committed sins and left much undone, yet I know also the   good that I did or tried to do. May my acts of goodness give meaning to my life, and may my errors be forgiven. Protector of the helpless, watch over my loved ones. Into Your hand I commit my spirit; redeem it, O God of mercy and truth.... Hear, O Israel, the Eternal is our God, the Eternal is one (Deuteronomy 6:4).
Jewish Prayer when Death has Occurred
Out of the depths I cry to You, Eternal One, hear my supplication.  A heavy burden has fallen upon us and sorrow has bowed our heads.  And now we turn to You, the Source of life, for comfort and help.  Give us the eyes to see that pain is not Your will, that somewhere there weeps with us One who feels our trouble and knows the suffering of our souls.  We seek the light that will dispel the darkness that has overtaken us.  Let us find it in the love of family and friends, in the sources of healing that are implanted within all the living, in the mind that conquers infirmity and trouble.  Grant us the strength to endure what is inescapable, the wisdom to accept what cannot be undone, and the courage to go on without bitterness or despair.  Amen.

Bahai Prayer for the Dying
O Lord!  Thou are the Remover of every anguish and the Dispeller of every affliction.  Thou art He Who banisheth every sorrow and setteth free every slave, the Redeemer of every soul.  O Lord!  Grant deliverance through Thy mercy, and reckon me among such servants of Thine as have gained salvation. 							(The Bab)

Bahai Prayer When Death has Occurred

O my God!  O Thou forgiver of sins, bestower of gifts, dispeller of afflictions!  Verily I beseech Thee to forgive the sins of such as have abandoned the physical garment and have ascended to the spiritual world.  O my Lord!  Purify them from trespasses, dispel their sorrows, and change their darkness into light.  Cause them to enter the garden of happiness, cleanse them with the most pure water, and grant them to behold Thy splendours on the loftiest mount.  
(Abdu’l-Baha)




Islamic (Muslim) Prayer for the Dying
By the patient (if conscious, the dying person is politely reminded to recite):
There is no other god except Allah, and Allah is the Greatest.  There is no other god except Allah, alone.  There is no other god except Allah, Alone without partner.  There is no other god except Allah, to Him belongs all sovereignty and praise.  There is no other god except Allah, and there is no might and no power except with Allah.  O Allah, forgive me, have mercy upon my, and unite me with the highest companion.  There is no other god except Allah, Muhammad is his messenger.

Islamic (Muslim) Prayer When Death has Occurred
To Allah we belong and unto Him is our return.  O Allah, compensate the deceased for his hardship and replace it for him/her with something better.  O Allah, forgive N and raise his/her rank among the rightly guided, and be a successor to whom he/she has left behind, and forgive us and him, O Lord of the worlds.  Make spacious his/her grave and illuminate it for him/her.
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